
Parishes of Greatham, Empshott and Hawkley with Priors Dean 
Welcoming, Invitational & Inclusive, Safe and Encouraging 

 

Church News 
Sunday 21st May – Sunday after Ascension  

 
 
 

Service Readings: Acts 1:6-14; John 17:1-11 
 
 

08.45 Priors Dean   Holy Communion (BCP) led by Jan Fuller and Peter Sutton  

 

09.15 Empshott  Morning Prayer (BCP) led by John Gibbon and Paul Goddard 

10.15 Hawkley  Holy Communion with Baptism of Harry Coulson (CW) led by Jan  

Fuller and Peter Sutton 

Followed by the APCM – see report below 
 

11.00 Greatham  Morning Worship (CW) led by Kate Lloyd Jones & Elizabeth Hawkins 

17.00 Greatham  Open Air Prayer in Doug’s Den behind St John’s Church 
    Led by Kate Lloyd Jones and Hope Church 

 
(BCP) – Book of Common Prayer – Traditional Language          (CW) – Common Worship – Contemporary Language 

All are Welcome! 
Our churches are all still open to visitors (Priors Dean by appointment).    

Ask Peter Sutton for details – 01730 827459 or peter.sutton@portsmouth.anglican.org 

 

 
 

Thy Kingdom Come  
St John’s Church Greatham 
18th-27th May 2023 

 
The nine days between Ascension Day (18th May) and Pentecost (25th May) are traditionally devoted to prayer following 

the example of the disciples of Jesus (Acts 1.14) Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians 

around the globe to pray at this time for people to come closer to God.  At St John’s we will be taking part by meeting for 

prayer each day and you are welcome to come along to any or all of the services below. The services will all be led by 

someone and you’re welcome to join in as and when you want, or just to listen. Further information from Kate  Lloyd 

Jones 07824113819 lloydjoneskate@gmail.com 

www.thykingdomcome.global 

mailto:peter.sutton@portsmouth.anglican.org
http://www.thykingdomcome.global/


Friday 19th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Saturday 20th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 21st May 11am 

5pm 

Morning Worship 

Evening Prayer in Doug’s Den behind St John’s Church 

Monday 22nd May 9am Morning Prayer 

Tuesday 23rd May 9am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 24th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Thursday 25th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Friday 26th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Saturday 27th May 9am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 28th May 

Pentecost 

11am Holy Communion 

followed by St John’s Annual Meeting 

 

 

THE PARISH OF HAWKLEY WITH PRIORS DEAN 

Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council 

for the year ended 31st December 2022 
 

Vicar: The Venerable Peter Sutton, The Vicarage, Hawkley, Liss, Hampshire GU33 6NF 

Banks: HSBC, Lloyds TSB, National Savings, National Westminster Bank, Hampshire Trust Bank, Virgin Money 

Independent Examiner: Mr K Wickenden, Crossroads, Manley Bridge Rd, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4BX 

 

 

Administrative Information 

The Church of St Peter and St Paul is in Hawkley. Priors Dean Church is at Priors Dean. The Parish is part of the 
Diocese of Portsmouth in the Church of England. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a charity excepted from 
registration with the Charity Commission.  

The Maberly Trust is a separate charity, registered with the Charity Commission (Registered Charity No. 307240). 
Its trustees are the members of the PCC. 

PCC members who have served during 2022 are:  

Vicar: The Ven Peter Sutton, Chairman  

Reader: Miss Elizabeth Hawkins 

PCC Secretary: Mrs Mary Keer 

Churchwardens: Mr Neil Chrimes and Mrs Jane Wyman 

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Mrs Margaret Johnson 

Deanery Synod Representatives: Mrs Margaret Johnson, Mrs Elizabeth Buckle, Mr Neil Chrimes (ex officio) 

Diocesan Synod Representative: Mr Neil Chrimes 

Bishop’s Council Member: Mr Neil Chrimes 

Elected members in addition to the above: Mr Robin Crittenden (Treasurer), Mrs Carolyn Fair, Mrs Deirdre 
Green (Priors Dean Treasurer), Mrs Caroline Lentaigne 

There are 100 (97) people on the Parish Electoral Roll, 20 (20) are not resident within the Parish. 

 

 



Vicar’s Review of the Year 

Gradually we have emerged from the restrictions of Covid and Church life thankfully feels much more normal. 
Care, however, continues to be taken with individual glasses still being used for Holy Communion. 

The greatest sadness of the year was the death of Queen Elizabeth II which was marked by special services on 
Sunday 11th September after news of her death and on Sunday 18th September on the eve of her funeral. 

Continuing his Gospels theme, Bishop Ian Brackley this November gave a very insightful talk on St John’s Gospel 
which was well attended. Advent and Christmas were busy once again and it was lovely to have carol services 
inside the churches.  

Our work with children resumed, with monthly Story Time for young children and their carers, plus two 
Workshops, a Light Fantastic Party and a Christingle being held. 

Weekly Coffee and Chat, open to all whether residents or visitors, continued to be a popular and valued occasion.  
Many thanks, in particular, to Christine Offin for her leading role in this. 

Musical life returned to normal with the Hawkley choir led by Henny Chrimes with valuable input from organist 
Kevin Jacot; Stephen Lacey also plays the organ one Sunday a month. We are grateful to Rosie Quintaba and Peter 
Sutton for organ playing at Priors Dean. 

The Priors Dean Committee continued to meet to deal with matters relating to Priors Dean, bringing any matters 
of significance to the PCC. 

Mike Offin continued as Safeguarding Officer in line with the Benefice Safeguarding scheme.  Following a 
thorough review of the C of E guidance on the General Data Protection Regulation 2018 we comply with 
regulations.  The PCC continues to note the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act and possible 
changes to our buildings and other provisions needed to assist those with disabilities. There is level access to the 
side door of Hawkley Church and a wedge in place at Priors Dean, easily negotiated by wheelchairs, baby buggies, 
etc.  

We are very grateful to Kate Lloyd Jones and Elizabeth Hawkins for their enormous ongoing contributions to the 
spiritual life of the parish. 

 

Fabric and Bells 

The Hawkley Bells project continued to be a significant theme this year, the bells and clock mechanism now 
having been removed for necessary works plus some addition and replacement. We planned an Open Tower 
event In January to give people an opportunity to see inside the tower and to try bell-ringing. Unfortunately this 
had to be put off at the last minute due to Covid, although the Vicar was able to talk to a fair number of 
interested folk who turned up anyway. We are very grateful to Roger Barber, our longstanding Tower Captain, for 
all the work he has done on this project, including refurbishing the bell frame. Fundraising continued during the 
year, including an Open Gardens afternoon, and some additional grant support was given, bringing us close to the 
£66,000 target required to cover all costs and contingencies. 

The fabric of both churches remains in good condition. Stonework repairs were carried out at Hawkley, including 
the replacement of a number of tower quoins; other necessary maintenance was done. 

Quinquennial Inspections took place in September, the Reports were not received by 31st December. 

 

Financial Review 2022 

The PCC’s financial position is generally healthy, although the Hawkley accounts have been somewhat 
complicated as a result of two large payments for the bells restoration and significant work on the fabric of the 
church during the year, but these projects have largely been covered by grant commitments in addition to funds 
already raised. We remain fortunate in Hawkley to have investments to help us with maintenance and repairs and 
this has covered all the regular needs, but the regular income from church services still does not fully fund the 
increasing general running costs of the church.  

 



There are still an encouraging number of villagers who support “their” church by contributing to its work by 
regular and sustained giving. We have encouraged a continuing and increased awareness within the community 
of the need to share the responsibility for the provision and development of the church’s mission and facilities. 

A very successful fund-raising talk was given by the historian Alison Weir in aid of Priors Dean Church; thanks go 
to Mr and Mrs Green for hosting this. 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS), now active in both churches, has continued to simplify and increase our income, 
especially since most participants have chosen to have their giving index linked. It is hoped that more people will 
be encouraged to join this very effective, simple and efficient means of giving to the church.  The Contactless 
Giving unit in Hawkley Church provides a small but steady income, especially from events.  Income from 
investments remains solid, and the balance in all accounts has thus remained healthy. 

Our Parish has been able to support the Diocese of Portsmouth by continuing to meet our Parish Share request in 
full. 

We are again grateful to Mike Offin for his continued work on the Gift Aid element of the Hawkley accounts, to 
D Green for her work on the Priors Dean accounts and Gift Aid, and to our Independent Examiner, Ken Wickenden 
for his work on the examination of the accounts for both churches. 

 

Charitable Support 

Hawkley continued its policy of giving at least 10% of unrestricted income to support charity each year.  We 
continued actively and regularly to support Portsmouth Family Welfare and The Roberts Centre with financial 
donations, gifts of food and other items as requested.  We also continue to support Christians Against Poverty.  In 
addition, we aid the support of Tom and Verity Clare working for CMS in Uganda.  We have also responded to 
worldwide emergency appeals, have supported the Leprosy Mission and donated to Farnham Assist. Other 
charities supported by both churches include the Royal British Legion. Both churches were again open for Ride 
and Stride. 

The PCC members are trustees of the Maberly Trust, and this valuable charity has enabled us to give financial 
support to those in the parish who are going through particularly hard times, this year donating almost £4,500. 

 

Attendances 

 
Hawkley Priors Dean 

2022 2021 2022 2021 

October averages 171 26 9 6 

Easter attendances 49 39 16 14 

Easter Communicants 35 33 13 10 

Christmas Day attendance 80 48 37 18 

Christmas Communicants 40 25 21 14 

Baptisms 6 4 1 1 

Weddings 4 9 1 2 

Funerals 4 3 0 1 

Interments of ashes 1 2 0 0 

 

There is a service every Sunday at Hawkley, with two Holy Communion services and two Morning Worship 

services each month, and Morning Prayer each Wednesday. There are two Sunday services a month at Priors 

 
1 Weekly Morning Worship resumed in Hawkley after Covid, reducing the average compared with 2021. This 
would otherwise have been 31. 



Dean, one BCP Holy Communion service and one Evensong. A Yewlian meeting is also held at Priors Dean once a 

month. On any fifth Sunday in a month, a joint whole-benefice service is held at one of the benefice churches in 

rotation.    

Deanery and Diocesan Report 2022 

The Diocese welcomed a new Bishop, the Rt Revd. Jonathan Frost in April 2022. There have been significant 

developments in the year with many staff changes in the Diocesan Team and in the Deanery where at this point 

there are only 3 incumbents in post.  Because of the high vacancy rate the Diocesan deficit has temporarily been 

much less than predicted, and each Deanery has engaged in a process to develop plans which will streamline 

parish structures and help develop mission whilst ensuring that every parish has a dedicated priest.  The key 

element in the Petersfield Deanery Plan is for each new incumbent to have a 0.3 responsibility in the Deanery for 

a particular priority, e.g. lay training, mission, growing faith, youth and children etc. In our own benefice we are 

beginning to explore the possibility of joining with Blackmoor and Whitehill in a plurality arrangement. 

 

Signed by …...................................................... Ven. Peter Sutton on behalf of the PCC 

Date …................................................... 

 

The Hawkley with Priors Dean Electoral Roll is available for inspection on the Hawkley website. 

www.hawkley.org 

 

THE PARISH OF GREATHAM 
Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council 

for the year ended 31st December 2022 
 

Rector: The Venerable Peter Sutton 
Church Wardens: Mr. David Rudd, 29 Wolfmere Lane, Greatham and  
Mrs Deborah Hedicker, 1 Hares Close Cottages, Greatham. 
Bank: National Westminster Bank, Petersfield.   Independent Examiner: Mrs Rayne Kobayashi 
 

Administrative information 
The Church of St John the Baptist is in Greatham. The Parish is part of the Diocese of Portsmouth in the Church of 
England. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a charity excepted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
PCC members who have served from 1st January 2022 until the date of this report was approved are:  
Rector:  The Ven Peter Sutton, Chairman 

Churchwardens: Mr. David Rudd and Mrs Deborah Hedicker. 

Assistant Curate: Revd Kate Lloyd Jones 

Readers: Paul Goddard and Elizabeth Hawkins 
Representatives on the Deanery Synod: Mr. David Rudd and Miss Carole Rudd 
Secretary: Miss Carole Rudd 
Safeguarding Rep: Miss Carole Rudd 

Treasurer Mr Stephen Hedicker 
Elected members in addition: Debbie Hedicker, Mr David Sewell, Mr Keith Wey, Mrs Kay Thorpe and Mr Simon 
Lewis.  

 

 

Electoral Roll 2021: 41 (26 R and 15 NR) - 41 in 2020 

http://www.hawkley.org/


Church attendance figures:   2022 2021 2020 2019  

Average Weekly Attendance in October:  19 28 13 33  

Usual Sunday Attendance:   20 18 - 19  

Easter Attendance:     41 31 0 23  

Easter Communicants:    10 31 0 8  

Christmas Attendance (total)   146 127 25 156  

Christmas Communicants:   33 27 18 26  

Baptisms:     6 7 0 2  

Weddings:     1 5 2 2  

Funerals:     4 2 3 7  

The population of Greatham is approximately 900. 
 

In normal times there is a service every Sunday at Greatham with 2 communion services per month (CW) and two 
services of Morning Worship (CW).  On fifth Sundays in a month, there is usually a joint service for the whole 
benefice which is held at one of the benefice churches in rotation. In 2022 we tried some parish walks on 5th 
Sundays which were quite successful.  Few people however attend churches other than their ‘home’ church.  
 

Rector’s Report 

Gradually we have emerged from the restrictions of Covid and church life thankfully feels much more normal.  

My particular thanks to our Church Wardens David Rudd and Debbie Hedicker, Treasurer Stephen Hedicker and 

all PCC members who facilitate the smooth running of the Church. I am especially grateful to Kate Lloyd Jones in 

her role as Focal Minister and to Kay Thorpe our new Lay Worship Leader and to all members of the PCC.                             

Review of the year 

The greatest sadness of the year was the death of Queen Elizabeth II which was marked by special services on 

Sundays 11th September after news of her death and on Sunday 18th September on the Eve of her funeral. 

The church fabric is in general in good condition however some stonework is pending. The electric wiring is in 
urgent need of attention and after that, a priority for the church is to update heating and lighting in the Church 
Centre. 
 
In terms of outreach a major impact has been the Baby and Toddler group on Tuesday mornings led by Petra 
Zouharova and supported by Kate Lloyd Jones, Peter Sutton and Ruth Wey. This group regularly attracts around 
15 or more children with a mix of parents and minders. Beginning in the Church Centre, the morning is completed 
with singing in church and ringing the bells ‘to wake up the old ladies’!  The Thursday Coffee Café continues. 
 

The PCC has begun to explore the possibility of a Friends of St John’s scheme and after a visit from the Diocesan 
Stewardship Officer made a plan for this over the coming year. In September with Hope Church and L’Abri we 
celebrated a second ecumenical Festival Day with a service moving from the School, to St John’s, to the Old 
Church before concluding at L’Abri. At this festival, we welcomed Bishop Jonathan for his first visit to St John’s.  
This was much enjoyed by the community. 

Continuing his Gospels theme, Bishop Ian Brackley this November gave a very insightful talk on St John’s Gospel 

which was well attended. Advent and Christmas were busy with a good attendance for Carols in the Old Church 

and a return to better numbers for the Christingle.  

The PCC is grateful to Reg White who maintains the Churchyard and especially to Churchwardens David Rudd and 
Debbie Hedicker for the many duties they undertake in addition to legal responsibilities.  
 
The PCC is grateful to Carole Rudd who has continued both as Safeguarding Officer and PCC Secretary.  The only 
data sources are the Electoral Roll and the list of those parishioners that donate to through the envelope scheme.  
 



The PCC continues to note the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act and possible changes to our 
buildings and other provisions needed to assist those with disabilities. There is level access to entrance to the 
Church Centre.  
 
The “Village Magazine”, edited by Carol Ashby, is produced in this parish for the benefit of the whole benefice and 
is distributed free to every household. It is a valuable means of outreach and communication to the community, 
containing not only information about the Church but also local events and societies. We are grateful to Carol 
Ashby and the team of volunteer distributors organised by Anna Dale-Harris. 

Deanery and Diocesan Report 2022 
The Diocese welcomed a new Bishop, the Rt Revd Jonathan Frost in April 2022. There have been significant 

developments in the year with many staff changes in the Diocesan Team and in the deanery where at this point 

there are only 3 incumbents in post, although new incumbents are due to start at Liss and Sheet in June.  Because 

of the high vacancy rate the Diocesan deficit is much less than predicted and the deanery has engaged in a 

process to develop plans which will streamline parish structures and help develop mission whilst ensuring that 

every parish has a dedicated priest.  The key element in the Petersfield Deanery Plan is for each new incumbent 

to have a 0.3 responsibility in the deanery for a particular priority, e.g. lay training, mission, growing faith, youth 

and children etc. In our own benefice we are beginning to explore the possibility of joining with Blackmoor with 

Whitehill in plurality. 

 

Financial Review 
The PCC’s financial situation is available as a separate document.   

 

Signed by ….............................................. Ven Peter Sutton of the PCC     Date ........................... 

 

 

FLOWER FESTIVAL AND EVENSONG AT PRIVETT CHURCH NEXT WEEKEND 

 

The Dawn of the Carolean Age 

An English Country Garden 

Flower Festival 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th May 

10am – 5.00pm Admission £5 

Evensong Sunday 28th at 5.00pm  

(Admission Free) 

 

  

  

 



How to Donate…  

We are very grateful to everyone who supports us regularly or occasionally – thank you! Your generosity 
is enabling the churches to function albeit in very different ways. 

Each of our churches are members of the national Parish Giving 
Scheme which means that you can easily set up a way to give 
that suits you. Either visit the website 
https://parishgiving.org.uk or telephone 0333 002 1260  

To contribute to the life and ministry of Greatham, Empshott, 
Hawkley and Priors Dean Churches by the Parish Giving Scheme you just need to decide: 

• how much and how often you wish to give. 

• if you wish to increase your donation by Gift Aid.    

• if you want your donations to be increased each year in line with inflation.   
 
Via the Parish Giving Scheme website or by telephone (0333 002 1260) simply state the name of the 
Church you wish to support and their parish code:  

• St Peter and St Paul Church, Hawkley Code Number: 290629087 

• Priors Dean Church     Code Number: 290629088 

• St John the Baptist, Greatham   Code Number: 290629086 

• Empshott     Code Number: 290629083 
PGS will ask for your contact details and bank details: sort code, account number and account name. 
For details of other ways to support any of our churches, for example by standing order or occasional 
donation please contact the treasurer: 

Hawkley Robin Crittenden randmcrittenden@waitrose.com   01730 827969  
Priors Dean D Green   green@priorsdean.com   01730 827636 
Greatham Steve Hedicker shedicker58@gmail.com  01420538310 
Empshott Becky Smith  treasurerempshottpcc@gmail.com 01730 827397  
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns and would like to talk, please contact:  

Peter Sutton   01730 827459  peter.sutton@portsmouth.anglican.org 
Kate Lloyd Jones    lloydjoneskate@gmail.com  

 

 

 

More details are in the Village Magazine or contact: 

Benefice: Peter Sutton  peter.sutton@portsmouth.anglican.org 01730 827459 

Greatham: Kate Lloyd Jones lloydjoneskate@gmail.com   07824 113819 

Hope Church: Philip Johnston phillipj@hopechurch.life   07782 327796 

Church News - If you would like to receive Church News which is emailed weekly, please contact Peter 

Sutton.  

 

https://parishgivingscheme.org.uk/
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