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1. Parish Councils are invited to apply for climate change grants 

 

Hampshire County Council is offering grants to make community buildings more 

energy efficient as part of its commitment to combatting climate change. Measures 

that could be funded include: solar panels, LED lighting, window replacements or 

insulation for buildings such as village halls and community centres. 

 

The amount of funding available for any one project will depend on the overall 

level of demand, but there will be an absolute upper limit of £30,000 for any single 

organisation. Smaller grants are also available to undertake energy performance 

audits prior to any larger work taking place. For more information, visit: 

 www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/parish-town-council-

investment-fund 

 

Whilst we are on the subject of climate change, I would like to mention that the 

first HCC Annual Report on Climate Change was approved by the Cabinet on 12 

October and highlights impressive progress across the board. It can be read here: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/ClimateChangeAction2020-21 

 

2. HCC approves new Bus Service Improvement Plan 

 

The Government published its Bus Back Better strategy earlier this year. £3bn of 

funding is available nationally for Counties and Regions who are able to 

successfully partner with the Department for Transport. 

 

Hampshire is now in a strong position to bid for its share of this funding, thanks 

to the approval of our Bus Service Improvement Plan on 28 October 2021. HCC 

has worked with bus operators and engaged with business to understand the 

barriers to improved services and passenger growth. 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/parish-town-council-investment-fund
http://www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/parish-town-council-investment-fund
https://www.hants.gov.uk/ClimateChangeAction2020-21
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The immediate challenge is to get bus journeys back to pre-covid levels. The BSIP 

includes headline targets as follows: 

 

• Reduce average bus journey times across Hampshire by 4% by March 2025 

and 9% by March 2030.  

• Improve bus journey time reliability with 87% of services operating on time 

(between 1 minute early and 5 minutes late) from March 2025 onwards and 

92% by March 2030.  

• Assuming that bus passenger numbers will return to around 80% of pre-

Covid-19 levels by the end of March 2022, we will recover bus passenger 

numbers to 100% of pre-Covid-19 levels by March 2023.  

• Increase bus passenger numbers by 5% from 2022/23 levels over period 

April 2023 to March 2025 and 10% between April 2025-March 2030. 

• Increase bus passenger satisfaction by 5% from a base of 89% in 2019/20 

to 94% by March 2025.  

 

For those who are interested and wish to read it I include a link to the BSIP here: 

https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s86267/Appendix.pdf 

 

In addition, earlier this year Councils outside London were granted powers by 

HMG to fine vehicles using bus lanes and bus-only turns. HCC has now adopted a 

new policy that will enable the County Council, as the local transport authority, to 

take enforcement action when unauthorised vehicles use bus priority measures. 

 

3. Dissecting HMG’s Autumn Budget  

 

The Chancellor delivered his budget on Wednesday 27 October 2021. At this stage 

there is limited information on the detailed aspects of the announcements relating 

to Local Government and, as is usually the case, we will have to wait until 

December’s Local Government Finance Settlement before we receive any detailed 

figures for the County Council. From what we can determine now, the overall 

picture seems mixed. 

 

On the downside, the most significant announcement relates to the adult social 

care precept, which is expected to be set at a maximum of 1% per annum for the 

Spending Review period.  This compares to our forecasts of 2% per annum 

meaning that by 2023/24 there is a shortfall in funding of £14m which will impact 

on our budget setting position for 2023/24 as we implement the Savings 

Programme to 2023. 

https://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s86267/Appendix.pdf
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More positively, Local Government in England will receive £1.6bn new grant 

funding a year, paid for three years (so £4.8bn in total). £200m of the £4.8bn total 

is funding for the Supporting Families programme. The Spending Review 

documents say the other funding will help resource items such as adult and 

children’s social care. This £1.6bn a year is in addition to funding for the adult 

social care reforms which were recently announced, such as the cap on care costs 

(council funding for these reforms is £3.6bn over 3 years). No information has 

been published yet about how any of this funding will be allocated between 

councils. As mentioned above, we will know more in December. 

 

4. Extra funding to create jobs, expand woodlands and protect trees 

 

Action to get more trees in the ground, create more jobs and improve access to 

nature across the country has been stepped up with a new £6 million ‘Trees Call to 

Action Fund’. Grants of £250,000 to £500,000 will be awarded to projects across 

England to create woodlands at a large scale and improve people’s access to nature. 

 

The fund will competitively allocate funding to up to 24 regional or national 

projects managed by partnerships of environmental charities, not-for-profit 

organisations, local authorities and protected landscape bodies. 

 

Funding will be targeted at regions, activities and costs which are not supported by 

other government funding for trees, aiming to increase community understanding 

of and access to trees and woodlands, and boost efforts to increase woodland 

cover in areas that need it most. To increase the capacity and skills of the sector, 

the fund will also support projects to engage people with trees, create new jobs and 

develop skills and knowledge. 

 

If any Parish Council would like to be part of a bid to the Trees Call for Action 

Fund, please let me know. I am sure that HCC, EHDC and SDNPA would all be 

interested in forming a partnership to make such a bid. 

 

 

 

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER 

County Councillor for Petersfield Hangers 


